THE SEEING OF INDIA

Foot as always leading, in the war with the Mahrattas
of 1803-4, when it had become the question whether Britain
or Mahratta was to predominate in India. The story thereof
is one worthy of perusal. In fact all the way to Delhi from
Agra on both sides of the river history, especially Anglo*
Indian history, is to be met with on all sides.

Perhaps here one may turn aside to say that in this con-
nection by 'Mahratta5 we talk not so much of the people, as
of certain Mahratta chiefs, who from being soldiers of fortune
had carved their principalities out of Hindustan, Central
India or Guzerat They, together with the Peishwa, the
hereditary Prime Minister of what was once Sivaji's kingdom,
who alone ruled in true Mahratta land, were ruling with
some few true Mahratta followers large foreign tracts, and
were using the poor figure-head of the once great Turkish
Empire as their puppet and sign-manual. The puppet,
blinded by a previous minister, was in sorry durance in their
hands, from which Lord Lake rescued him and restored him
to his personal conveniences, of which some outline is given
in Chapter XX. It but remains to say that this country
between Agra and Delhi is full of the scenes by which the
Mahratta spear was driven by the British from the country-
side and the King's peace put over all, where save for the
Sepoy madness of'57 it endureth to this day.

When you come to Delhi it is a long and a big story,
which guide-books more than cover, save that in the telling
of the drama of'57, the colour should be so vivid that I try
to give it in more wealth.